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THE REVIEW STUDY ABOUT CHILDREN’S HIDING ACTS
— Some Hypothetical Theories about Interpretation, Space, and Transition —

TOMONORI KARITA

The purpose of this present study was to review some studies about children’s hid-
ing in several deciplines. Especially the author focused on children’s hiding “acts” in
play. At first, the author classified results and considerations of precedent studies into
four types according to hiding styles; (1)peekaboo, (2)hide-and-seek, (3)constructing se-
cret spaces, and (4)others. Furthermore, I suggested three viewpoints to understand the
motive of children’s hiding acts; Interpretation, Space, and Transition. In the Interpre-
tation theory, the motives of hiding acts that were considered in precedent studies were
interpreted in two axes; “motive factors” and “researchers’grounds to interpret the
motive.” As for “motive factors,” the motives were attributed to the child’s “internel
factor” or “external factor.” Next, “researchers’grounds to interpret the motive” were
assumed two aspects, one is based on the psychotherapy and the other is on the observa-
tion of children’s play. Then in the Space theory, I distinguished an approach (micro
space theory) that discussed interactions between hiding children and physical environ-
ments to one (macro space theory) that explicated relationship among “secret space”
and other space from the point of view of spacial cognition. At last, I characterized changes
of hiding acts in aging as qualitertive transitions, and described characteristic hiding
acts of each ages as the Transition theory.
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