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A Chronology of the Universe According to the Sammitiyas
—— A Summary of the Mahasamvartanikatha ——

Kiyoshi OKANO

The Mahasamvartanikatha (“The great discourse on [the evolution and] the devolution [of
the world],”) is a treatise on Buddhist cosmology in the form of a Sanskrit kavya. It consists
of 390 stanzas. It aims to systematically represent the unique traditions of the cosmology
of the Sammitiya school in the [miila-]Sthaviravada branch. This rich yet condensed work
is not easy to gain an overview of the contents of this work. Hence, to understand this work,
we need a detailed synopsis or summary of its contents besides its literal translation. That is
why, in this paper, I provide a japanese summary of the Mahasamvartanikatha.

This work is divided into six chapters (kanda), each containing four sections (vi§rima):

Kanda 1: The Origin (nidana). — Viérama 1: Introduction (upodghata). Vis. 2: Buddha’s
Appearance as a Prince. Vi$. 3: His Attainment of Buddhahood. Vis. 4: Defeat of Heretics.

Kanda 2: The Period of Renovation. — Vis. 1: Appearance of the Gods Living in the Sky.
Vis. 2: The Formation of the Earth as an Abode. Vi§. 3: Appearance of the Gods Who Lived
in Mount Sumeru. Vi§. 4: Appearance of Mortals.

Kanda 3: The State of Perfect Happiness in the Period of Duration. — Vi$. 1: Appearance
of Food. Vi$. 2: The Beginning of Various Means of Earning Livelihood. Vi§. 3: Separation
of the Castes. Vis. 4: Appearances of Various Foods.

Kanda 4: The State of Happiness and Misery in the Period of Duration. — Vi$. 1: The
Beginning of Making Efforts to Seek Foods. Vis. 2: The Beginning of the Age of Kaliyuga.
Vi§. 3: Occurrences of the Antarakalpa-Catastrophes. Vis. 4: History of 11 Antarakalpas
[from the 10th to the 20th].

Kanda 5: The Period of Destruction. — Vis. 1: The Destruction of the Living Beings’

World (sattvaloka). Vi§. 2: Appearances of the Suns. Vi§. 3: The Destruction of the
Receptacle-World (bhdjanaloka). Vis. 4: Awakening of Disgust in the Samsara.
Kand 6: On Various Topics. — Vi§. 1: A Description of the Period of Duration of the
Destruction. Vi§. 2: The Way the Two Destructions of the World Will Occur. Vis. 3; A
Explanation of the Meaning of the Truth. Vi$. 4: Passage of the Eras (parvan) of the
Patriarchs (guru).
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