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A Historiacal Study of the Coalfield of Karatsu

Motoyoshi Higaki -

The Karatsu coalfield was discovered during the Kydho era
(1716—1735), at Domeki mnear 'Katatsu. As the neighboring
coalfields had deen declining, it rapidly develpped, sending out
coal to Eukuoka or other advanced regions as well as to Nagasaki

and Osaka where there was a great demand for fuel for European
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-style industry and steamships.

The documents my study is based on and which belong to
tho period of Bunsei (1818) to early Meiji are full of examples
of the fact that all the techniques Japan had ever used and all
the evils which would be shackles to the Japanese industry
there-after were introduced into the region.

The coalfield was managed by the “yamamoto” (the boss) ,
but politically was controled by the “shdya” (the village hea-
dman) and economically by the two wholesale merchants. The
Karatsu “han” (clan) was supposed to protect the “hon-hyakush6”

(the standard farmer) that had been the basis of the feudal
system, but it was now financially too powerless to do so
and paid its main attention to the profit from the coalfield.

During years prior to the Meiji Restoration, the Karatsu
“han” allowed the Satsuma “han” to exploit a part of the field
and also gave the Kumamoto and Kurume “han” mining rights
elsewhere. This means that an “inside” feudal lord offered
support to anti-Shdégunate powers.
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