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Abstract

Based on the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between Japan and Southeast Asian countries, the
foreign nurses and caregivers started to enter the Japanese labor market since 2008. The global migration
of health workers is a growing trend not only in the West but also in Asian NIES, and the ways in which the
society responds to this will shape Japan’s future migration and social security policies. So far, the research
on globalization of care work in Japan has been predominantly revolved around policy issues and little study
has been done in the field of cross cultural care. This paper aims to address the issue of caregiving in a cross
cultural context from three perspectives; 1) review the theories on aging and care in a cross cultural context,
2) elaborate the background of Filipino caregivers, and 3) analyze the relationship between the Japanese eld-
erly and Filipino caregivers in the elderly homes in the Philippines, in order to solicit issues that may be im-
portant for policy as well as practical considerations.
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