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Issues in modern China highlighted by the Sichuan Earthquake in 2008
with reference to the 1995 Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake and
the 2005 West Off Fukuoka Earthquake
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(Associate Professor, Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University; Affiliated faculty member, Kyushu University Asia Center)

Abstract

The Wenchuan Earthquake occurred in Sichuan Province of P.R. China at 14:28 of 12" May 2008. The
earthquake brought various social issues to surface for the rapidly changing P.R. China where receiving at-
tentions from international society. Sichuan is located in Western China and is known for its recent rapid eco-
nomic development as well as ancient civilization and world heritage. The timing of the earthquake was
critical as it occurred three months before the 2008 Beijing Olympics. This article describes the influence of
earthquake, government response including rescue action, media policy, reconstruction plan, as well as inter-
national and Chinese people’s response including internet opinion, humanitarian aid and volunteerism. This
article also analyses the changes and highlight issues in modern Chinese society.

Key words : Sichuan Earthquake, media policy, internet, international emergency humanitarian aid,
Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake, West Off Fukuoka Earthquake
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